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‘** THE ANGEL SAID UNTO THEM, FEAR NOT, FOR, BEMOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALJ, BE TO ALL PEOPLE.”? 
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DISCOURSE ON PUTURE PUNISH- 
MENT. 
(Continued. ) 


We come, thirdly, to consider the 
consequences of sin ; and here we are 
told that the © effects of sin are not 
enziess, bat limited to- the state in 
which it is committed,” (p. 55) ‘This 
short proposition, now £0 full of en- 
couragement and comfort to the ene. 
mies of righteousaess, will ere long 
be found to bite like a serpent, and sting 
likeanadder. 11 strikes directly or in- 
direcily at every doctrine of revelation 
itisa virtual denial of the bible. At 
does away the difference of character } 
between the righteous and the wicked; ! 
removes the strongest guards of holi- 
ness, and subverts a future judgment, 
The toilowing particulars deserve the 
most serious consideration. 

1. The doctrine which teaches that 
the “ effects of sin ave limited to this 
life,” is inconsistent with ail those pas- 
eages of scripture which teach that 
mauy actually die in their sins ; and 
with allthose arguments and motives 
in tavour of repentance, taken from the 
danger of delaying beyond the limits of 
this ite, or the day of grace. 

2. It supercedes the necessity of re- 
pentance, faith, and hoiiness im thiv 
life. The Scsiptures teil us that he 
who does not repent. shall perish, be 
who dues, not believe shail ve damn- 
ed ; he who 1s not huly in chis life shall 
not see God. It wiil perhaps be said 
that ail shall be made hoiy vetore they 
die. Butis there no danger of the sin- 
ner dying suddenly 2? Atas! how ma- 
ny die while they are inioxicated, or 
‘with their mouths full of cursing and 
biaspheming ! And surely these have 
noi ail washed their robes and made 
them white wn the blood of the Lamb.— 
Of course the effects of sim are not “lim- 

ited to this life.’ 

3. tis inconsistent with the Scrip- 
ture account of the future judgiment.— 
The Scriptures inform us that after 
deathis tie judgmeut, when.God will 
render to the uarighteous indignation 
and wrath, tribulatwnand anguish. And 
no change can take piace alter death ; 
Otherwise they would not be judged 
according to the deeds .done in ihe 
body. 

Christians have always derived an 
argument in tavour of a tuture retribu. 
tion, from the difference ia the moral 


characters of men, and the unequal dis- 


tribution of rewards and punivhmenis 
here ; aud shall we deny what reason 
teaches, and Sripture confirms to us ? 
4. lt is a licentioas docirme.. It isa 
matter of some delicacy to touch this 
point, We wish not to offend any. But 
‘we must not be silent when silence 
would betray the cause of God. And 
we should certawly betray the cause 
of God, did we teach that the unrighi- 
eous are as fair candidates forthe king. 
dom of heaven as the righteous. Do 
we not know that sianeérs love sin ? Do 
we notevery where sce that they d ink 
down iniquitity as the ox drinketh 
down water? And shail we tell them 
that they may do this, that they may 


incurring the Divine displeasare ?— 
that God is not angray with them ;— 


teuded”’ all their conduct, and that it 
would be unjust in him to punish them 
in a future state ?) Would this be cal- 
culated to produce repentance ? Would 
this inspire hatred of sin, and curb the 


Our speculations upon the moral ten- 

dency of a theory may deceive us ; but 

facts will speak the truth. Let me ask 

then, has this doctrine produced refor- 

mation and the truits of mghteousness ? 

tias God given ithis blessing ?—Nay, 

ont we are much mistaken if it does 

not generally produce an indifference 

to the duties and obligations of relig- 

ion, and emboiden sinners to continae 

their evil courses. 

5. This doctrine not only represents 

religion as being unnecessary, but it 

puts difficulties in the way of convers- 
ion. Religion is not only a necessary 

qualitication for the heavenly state, 
vut it has its foundation in those views 
of sin which represent it as being ez- 

ceedingly sinful, hateful te God, and 
destructive to thesouls of men, Nor 
can we see how a @inner can receive 
eternal life as the gift of God through 
Jesus Christ, who does notsee that he 
has forfeited all claim to eternal life by 
transgression. Bat this doctrine repre - 
sents sin a3 a small evil,& God as being 

not at ail dispieased at it. It teaches that 
sin does not deserve eteraal punish. 
ment : and of course eternal life is not 
che gilt of God through Jesus Christ 

For we do not need Christ to restore 
what we never lost, or to procure that 
for us which we can obtain without 
him. This doctrine, therefore, strikes 
at the very nature of repentance, and 
greatly diminishes, ifit does not entire- 
ly destroy, every motive to humiliation 
and contrition for sin. It lays anoth- 
er foundation than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ, and thus puts difficulties 
if not impossibilities in the way of con- 
ve-sion 


(To be Continued.) 
- ee 


Extract from the Family Visitor of Aug. 23, 

printed at Richmond Va, 
I have lately returned froma visit 
to the County of Kingand Queen, where 
1 was permitted to attead a Camp meet- 
ing which commenced on Saturday the 
9d inst. ; and continued four days. And 
alter attending many meetings of a like 
character, | am pleased to say that the 
order, decorum, and saccess of this 
meeting exceeded perhaps any that 1 
ever attended before’ The congrega- 
tions were selemn and attentive; the 
preachers were zealous, energetic and 
impressive ; and io truth I can say, that 
the word preached profited the people, 
reing mixed with fasth in those whe 
heard it. The mournful cries of hum- 
ble penitents were heard both day and 
night, ascending to that God who never 
rejecis returning prodigals. Jésus heard 
their-bitter groans, he beheld the fal- 
ling tear of anguish, and when he saw, 
his eye affected his tender heart which 
ever melts at hamen woe, and He who 
never said to one seek ye my face in 
vain, in mercy condescended to s\oop 
and raise their sinking souls from the 
bondage of Satanic despotism. Chris- 





that sin is a small evil ;—that God * in. 


appetites and passioas cf the sinner ?—~ |,2nd alter receiving the Sacrament of 


tians of various deneminations united 
with us, and we seemed to move On as 


grace and mighty triumph. There 
Were about sixty souls who professed 
to find the pearl of price at this meet- 
sng ; forty six ot whom on Wednesday 
morning were received into the church ; 


the Lord’s Supper, the meeting clos- 
ed and many a parting tear was shed. 
Un the Saturday following, | arrived 
at another dedicated spot, under a piea- 
sant grove in Henrico county, where 
the exercises of worship had commen- 
ced. Atthismeeting we were much 
muchincoimmoded by heavy rains which 
contioued with very short intervals dur- 
lag our stay 4 and such were the difhi- 
culties which arose from this circum- 
stance, together with others, (tor the 
powers of darkness wrought hard against 
us) that many whose expectations had 
been very sanguine began to despair ol 
much success. But he who was ‘or us, 
was mightier than ail our fves, and 
gave us the victory. in consequence 
of the successive rains we had but very 
little preaching at the puvlic stand, and 
no doubt the infernal tyrant and all his 
votaries were much pleased at this.— 
But we believe that God whose arm is 
invincible, intended, and we are happy 
to say, did make a mighty. display of 
saving grace at this meeting. For while 
the heavy torrents of rain accompamed 
by forked fires, and the majestic voice 
of an angry God from the clouds dis- 
persed the enemies of the cross, the 
Holy Ghost became master of the as- 
sembiy and preached with mighty pow- 
et to (he consolation many. ‘I'he work 
was general, deep and powertul,dmongst 
the aged as weil as the youth. Grey 
headed profligates trembiing fell be- 
tore God aud happily obtained pardon, 
and [ think that under such circumstan- - 
ces lnever before witnessed such dis- 
plays of the mighty power of God, in 
the conversion of forty seven souls and 
the comfort and happiness of many 
christians. On Wednesday morning we 
parted in great peace, and we trusithat 
God is with us siill. . 

+ © Hallelujah, the Lord God Omnipo- 
tent reigneth.”* ‘ihe worldis becém 
ing evangelized, the kingdom of Satan 
is falling, the influence of sovereign 
grace is extending over our happy land, 
the chariot of the Gospel is fying 
through creation, the Stone which the 
builders rejected is rolling with great 


velocity round the world, the energet- 
ic powers of Deity are all employed to 


save rebellious man, the clouds ot mor- 
al darkness are eclipsed by the radiant 
beams of the sun of Righteousness, shi- 
ning from the zenith in all his meridi- 
an splendour ; and soon we fondly trust 
the world will be filled with the light of 
| the glory of God. Roll on, roll on, ye 
wheels of time, and bring the happy 
moment nigh. 
“+ Then shall we see and hear and know 
All we desir’d or wish’d below; 
And every power findsweet employ, 
In this illustrious w ork of joy.” 
: OC ww dew 
Remarks on the Sovereignty of God, in ref- 


Henry F . Barder ; Londen. 





one consolidated band, with shouts of 


erence to the enjoyments of believers.— 


There are Christians, and there are’ 
Christian Teachers, who entertain some ; 
views of the Divine Sovereignty which | is seldom-other than a'cowardly discre- 





pect om the spiritual enjo. ments of be- 
lievers. They conceive, that in the ad- 
ministration of the kingdom of grace, 
God by a pure act of sovereignty, fre- 
quently withdraws from his people the 
light of his countenance, and sispends 
the joys of his salvatiod, when no cause 
of that wilhdrawment, or of that sus. 
pension, is to found on their part. ‘To 
my mind these ideas appear to be un. 
worthy of the divine character, and ir- 
reconcilable with the tenor both of the 
promises of divine influence, and of the 
injuactions to rejoice without ceasing 
in the Lord. Onthis point my views. 
precisely coincide with those ofa val- 
ted and enlightened friend, whose” 
words [ will take the liberty to adopt ;* 
“If we are destitute of Christian com- 
fort and joy, it is, | thidk, of essential 
importance to have the convictiou deep- 
ly impressed on our minds; that the 
cause is in ouprselves—entirely. i our- 
selves. It is not God that withdraws 
from us, but we that withdraw from 
God. When we have withdrawn in- 
deed, and by our backslidings deprived 
ourselves of thige joy of the Lord,’ and 
of the light of his countenance,’ he may 
make us feel our folly and our sin. by 
refraining for a time from restoring it 
Bat sti!i let us remember that the cause 
is in us ; and that in every instance in 
which theeffect does not arise from 
bodily or mental disorder, the cause is 
in its nature criminal. 
The manfer in which some have 
spoken and written respecting the want 
of religious comfort as arising from the 
sovereign hiding of God’s countenance, 
while I am satisfied that it is not, «1 least 
‘in general, their intention to deny that 
+ there is a cause, and that that cause is 
sin in us, has frequently appeared to. 
me too much calculated to prodace and 
to foster an impression of a different 
kind; to lead us, when in this situation, 
or when we see others jn it, to look up- 
on ourselves, or on eur fellow protese 
sors, rather as ‘ried in the course of di. 
vine providence, than as decidedly ‘ ein- 
ning against our own souls;’ and thus 
in either case to pity rather than to 
cond’mn, | : 
_ *Dr. Wardlaw in his discourse on the in- 
fluence ot the Holy Spirst.—Lon. Meth. Mag. 
WOMAN. 
The good government of families leads 
to the comfort of communities and wel- 
fare of states. Of every demestic cir- 
cle woman-is the centre. Home, that 
scene of purest and dearest jny, home 
is the empire of woman. There she 
plans, directs, performs; the acknowl 
edged source of dignity and felicity. 
Where female virtue is most pure, fe- 
male sense most improved, female de- 
portment most correct, there is most 
propriety ofsocial manners. The ear- 
ly years of childhood, those most pre- 
cious years of life and opening season, 
are conffied to woman’s superintend- 
ence; she therefore may be presumed 
to lay the foundation of all the virtue, 
and all the wisdom, that enrich the 
world. . 





' PRUDENCE. 
What'is generally termed prudence, 


tiog, or a vile selfishness. 
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appear to have a very discouraging as- 
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‘We publish Win ‘pleasure the & following 
account of the Camp-meeting, at Marshfield, 
it was eceived too Tate for inseftion the 
last week, but it will be no less interesting 
to the friends of pure and genuine religion, 
Much has been said and written against 
Camp-meetings, even by Christians, on the 
ground that they were calculated to produce 
evil rather than good, that the crowd usval- 
ly consisted of those who were not believ- 
ers and who resorted to these places for li- 
centious purposes. That the convictions 
and conrersions that are said to take place 
at these meetings, were mere excitements 
of passion and ‘Were rather detrimental to 
the interests of true religion, than the pro- 
motion of the glory of God. With due def- 

ference to the opinions of many pious Chris- 
tians on this subject, we must say, that we 
think their objections arise from ignorance 
or prejudice. Being unacquainted with the 
manner in which Camp-meetings are conduc- 
ted and prevented by preconceived opinions 
from attending an encampment, they very 
naturallyscondemn them as repugnant to the 
simplicity of the gospel, That Satan is busy 
with some on such occasions and that sins 
have been committed, is not to be denied.— 
R Bat the same might have occured in a house 
of public worship, and in any crowded as- 
‘sembly, to which people are naturally at- 
tracted by the novelty of a “ great company 
of preachers.” In our opinion, the objection 
is equally as valid against meeting at a con- 
ference or an evening lecture, or even the 
meeting of both sexes promiscuously for 
worship at all, in a crowded assembly. The 
objection, therefore, if it proves any thing, 
proves too much and is of no validity. We 
are not disposed however, at present, fully 
to obviate the objections that have lately 
been made to Camp-meetings, but merely 
to give an unbiased opinion, It may be 
necessary for us hereafter to answer some 
inquiries on this subject. 

In respect to the eonvictions and conver- 
sions at these meetings, being the effects of 
passion merely, it is well eo" that many 
happy r¢:ivals which our orthodox brethren 
have unitedly acknowledged to be genuine, 
have originated from a Camp-meeting.— 
Many persons who for years afterwards have 
lived a pious and godly life, and terminated 
their earthly career in joy and peace ; at 
the close of live, have acknowledged that 
theit conversions began at 2 Camp-mecting. 
There God was pleased to manifest his grace 
woto them. There Christ first appeared 
precious to their souls. There they felt the 
power of redeeming love. And their lives 
aud conversation corroborated the fact, and 
compelled even unbelievers to acknowledge 
it. Now as these are facts which no Chris; 
tian, free from bigotry, will deny, it is sure- 
ly an argument in favour of Camp-meetings. 
The tastes and dispositions of people differ, 
some may and are aroused by the com- 
mon means of dispensing the word, others re- 

ert quire different methods to be persuaded ; as 
Christians, we should, therefore, have char- 
ity for each other, and not condemn peculi- 
arities, if we have good evidence to believe 
that these work for geod, to the salvation of 
a single soul, the establishment of grace, and 
the triumphs. of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
over the opposing powers of darkuess and the 
empire of the adversary. Let cvery man be 
Sully persuaded in his vwn mind. 































































































































































































.. POR ZION’S HERALD. 


(came MEETINGS,—No. 3. 
An account of the Camp-mecting in Marsh- 
field, ug. 18--22, 1823. 

Mr. Editor—By the permission of kind 
Providence attended the camp-mesting in 
Marshfield, last week, was ‘appointed sec- 
fetary ofthe meeting, and by your request } 
send a copy of my Minutes for publication. 

MINUTES, &e. 

The preachers’ tent and stand, and seats’ 
“for the congregation, were erected on the 
13th inst. and a dedicatory prayer offered 
by br. Hyde. On the night of the 16th, a 
few poor creatures, lost to all deceney, gave 
vent to their depraved feelings by abusing 

_ the stand, seats, &c. but by the attention of 
our friends they were soon made. fit for use 
People in the vicinity of the. ggound must 
konw who these abandoned aggressors were, 
and it is hoped they may be Seong to 
Justice. 

( Aug. 18.—At 3 o'clock "P.M. br. Jenni- 
son preached upon i Sam. i2. 23, 24. Br. 
J, Adams exhorted, and br. Atkine prayed. 
In the evening, br. Adams preached upon 
Fphe. 3.8: br. Peaslee exhorted, and br. 











gation during the day and evening. Eleven 
tents erected. 
Ang. 19, Family prayers in every tent at 
the dawn of day, Prayers before the stand 
at the rising of the sun, About 7 o’clock it 
rained profusely; and, as usual this season, 
considerable !ightning and thunder attended 
the rain. ‘The barn of Mr. Charles Hatch, 
Jun. 5 miles north of our meetiiee was burnt 
by lightning. 
At 10 o’clock, A. M. br. Crandel preached 
upon Psa. 84,1. The femaje part of the 
congregation sat mostly in the tents on th® 
left of the stand, the ground and seats out of 
the tentsbeing quite wet. After the sermon 
br. N. Paine exhorted; br. Pickering read 
from the stand our Rules and Regulations for 
the preservation of order in the eneamp- 
ment, and added some remarks suited to 
the occasion. Brs. J.C. Pierce and Peaselee 
exhorted, and br. Pierce prayed. At20’cock 
P. M. br. Bennett preached upon Job 21. 15. 
Br. Hazleton exhorted. The mourners in 
Zion were then invited forward to be prayed 
for; a praying circle was formed, the spirit 
of prayer prevailed among the brethren, and 
one soul professed deliverance, The weath- 
er being now fair, the congregation increas- 
ed considerably, and the seriousness amonz 
them also increased. A little after-4 o’clock 
P.M. br. Pierce preached upon 1 Cor. 12.6. 
Br. Allen exhorted, and br. Uppham prayed, 
Good attention was paid to the word: the 
spirit of intercession and supplication. in- 
creased, and the brethren generally settled 
more deeply into the work. At 7 o'clock 
P.M. br. Bates preached upon Heb. 3,.2 
The sermon was followed by a seul aah: 
ing before the stand, in which about I2per- 
sons presented themselves as subjects of 
prayet,3 of whom afterwards professed faith 
in Christ. Prayers iu the teats closed the re- 
ligious exercises of the day ard evening. — 
At about ten o'clock the people retired to 
rest; those that belonged in the tents, to 
the tents, others to their various places o 
residence or entertainment. Several pack 
ets from Boston and other places, that had 
been detained by adverse winds and weath- 
er, came into port this evening. Their 
friends on the ground bad felt some anxie- 
ty for them; but now received them with 
the cordiality of christian friendship; and 
by the light ofa full moon were enabled to 
assist in erecting their tents, as soon as they 
reached the ground. Thirteen tents were 
erected during the day and night, which 
raised the whole number fo 24. No distur, 
bance this day or evening by the rabble; 
though it was ascertaind that several were 
about the encampment, who had recently 
graduated at Charlestown Seminary, and 
some others who perhaps are preparing for 
that institation. 

Aug. 20. Family prayers in the tents at 
the approach of the morning sun, at sun- 
rise a prayer meeting before the stand; a 
good time! After which, breakfast at the us- 
ual hour. Another tent erected this morn- 
ing. After breakfast, prayers in some of 
the tents, dccompanied with a spirit of live- 
ly devotion. At 8 o’clock br. Sias preached 
apon Isai. 61. 1. There wer twice as many 
people onthe ground during this exercise as 
there had been at any other during the meet- 
ing. Hitherto they came by hundreds, now 
they came by thousands. The sermon was 
followed by exhortations from brs. Adams, 
Taylorand Kent. Br. H. Perry prayed.— 
Singing in the intermission. At 10 o'clock 
A. M. br. Pickering again read from the 
| stand the Rulesand Regulutions of the meet- 
ing, that those who had just reached the 
ground might understand our wishes con- 
cerning good order, and not disoblige us.for 
the want of information on that head. _ Br, 
J. A. Merrill then preached upon John 3. 16, 
A spirit of conviction attended the word, and 
and the work of God appeared far more deep 
and general thorugh theassembly than we'f 
had witnessed before since our meeting com- 
menced. Br. Lindsey exhorted. The mourn- 
ers-were then called forward, and some time 
spent in prayer. - Three souls professed to 
find the pearl.of great price. The number 
of people on the ground this forenoon was 
thought to be 6009. A large proportion of 
these were polite, well bred people; aud to 
this circumstance probably, we must (in part 
at least attribute the good order which per- 
waded the multitude. At noon, besides tak- 
ing refreshment, praying and singing were 
heard in several tents; 3 or4 persons profes- 
sed converting grace, and one backslider pro- 
fessed reclainsing mercy. * 

At 2 o'clock P, M. that every person 
might know and bear in mind our Rules and 
Regulations, and the order of the meeting 
be continued, the Rules were again read.— 
Br. Pickering thea preached upon Matt. 16. 


26. Ithink.there must have been not far 
from 7000 persons to hear this sermon ; and 





Uphani prayed. Good order in'the congre- 





for their number, they were remarkably at- 
teptive. Br. Lindsey exhorted. About 20 
mourners then came forward, by invitation, 
and prayers were continued till the close of 
this exercise. At 4 o’clock, Br. Otheman 
preached upon Luke 13.13. Br. Frost ex- 
horted and prayed. One soubprofes-ed yar- 
doning love. Prayers in different parts of 
the encampment. At 7o’clock P. M. Br 
E. T. Taylor preached upon Numbers 23. 
19. Br. Snowden exhorted, and Br. Lind- 
sey exhorted and prayed, After this exer- 
cise, our people repaired to their tents.— 
Prayer-meetings in the tents continued un- 
tila late hour, in consequence of a very a- 
bundant out-pouring of the spirit. I think 
not less than one score of souls professed 
pardoning or ssnctifying grace this evening, 

Aug. 21. Early in the morning, prayerand 
praise reverberated through the grove. At 
5 o’clock a prayer meeting before the stand. 
At& o'clock Br. Merritt addressed a dis- 
course particularly to christians, on_the im- 
portant subject of gospel boliness. At 10 
o’clock Br. Kent preached upon 1 John 4. 
16, 17. 
was formed, which, afler passing around the 


After this discourse, a procession 
area enclosed by the tents, formed intoa 
circle for prayers. The particular design of 
this, was, that, the, two last sermons were 
addressed to Botior of religion, such 
might have an opportunity of mingling ther 
prayers to God for a deepening of his work 
in their hearts and in this exercise | saw 
ministers and members of several denomin- 
ations uniting, 
parties. 


without respect to names or 
After spending about an hour as 
above-mentioned, the people dined. At 2 
‘o'clock P. M. our Rules and Regulations 
were again read; as they were in the fore- 
noon. Br, Lindsey then preached upon 
Luke 16.31. Deep attention pervaded the 
audience. At 4 o’clock Br. J. N. Maffitt 
preached on Judges 3. 20. to a numerous 
and attentive assembly. Br. J. Adams clos- 

ed by prayer. This afternoon some distur. | 
bance occured in the margin of the congre- 
gation; bat it did not long interrupt the at- 
tentive hearers. The cause of it was, a ped- 
lar had the audacity te bring liquor of some 
kind into the immediate vicinity of the con- 
gregation. But a sturdy son of Eren, (not 
a professor,) thinking this rather ill man- 
ners, seized the intruder with as much cer- 
emouy and good grace as a lion would, and 
immediately transported him beyond the 
} limits ofthe encampment. In the evening, | 
prayer-meetings commenced in many of the 
tents; but, though it was not designed to 
have preaching this evening, so many peo 

ple remained on the ground, exercises were 
resumed on the stand. Brs. Maffitt, Taylor 
and Bates exhorted, and Br. Bates prayed- 
The exercises in the tents now ceased, and 
Br. Maffitt preached upon Eccles. 11. 9.— 
The spirit of reformation yet continued.— 
Some were converted inthe tents. Afte, 
the sermon, 15 or 20 mourners came forward, 
and prayers and exhortations occupied the 
time till not far from 12 o’clock. After mos, 
of our friends had retired to rest, and the re- 
spectable part of the spectators had left the 
ground, the drunken, lawless rabble, in de- 
fiance of the laws of God and man, came in 
a body to the lines of our encampment, abus- 
ed our watch with hard words and some 
blows, and no doubt would have broken up 
our encampment had their power been equal 
to their depraved disposition.) T am told 
that legal measures are in train to bring these 
‘ wretclies to justice. 

Aug. 22. Family prayers and breakfast 
atan early hour. At 7o’clock, Br. Merritt 
addressed the congregation, and after him, 
Br. Kent. A short time was then spent in 
relating the goodness of God, in our usual 
manner at Love-feasts; after which, the 
parting ceremony closed the exercises of the 
meeting. 

"At this camp "meeting, thirteen packet 
»sloops and two schooners came loaded with 
passengers, and by land, carriages of every 
description thronged the avenues to the en- 
campment. Probably not less than 10,006 
persons came to the ground during the meet- 
ing. 25 tents were erected; 47 ministers 
and preachers were present, a part or all 
of the time, and these belonged to 6 differ- 
ent denominations. I think probably be. 
tween 30 and 40 souls were hopefully con- 
verted, 6 cr more backsliders are reclaim=d, 
and ag many renewed in love.) 


Hasten, O Lord, the universal reign of 
our great Redeemer; and help all thy chil- 
dren to pray and wait for thy coming. 

j * EVANGELICUS, 
* To the Editor of Zion's Herald. 


Sir.—’Tis with pleasure i communicate the 
‘following— : 





lla) 
ted to the service of the Almighty Saviour, 
I think T witnessed one-of the greatest ey; 
dences of the reality and excellency of religion 
We were obstructed by “Contesry winds 
were tossed an the foaming billows, which 
were greater than they had been for months 
before, inthe bay—A violent equa!) threat. 
ned our back.—The tremendous thander 
roared over our headse-the vivid lightning 
appeared as setting fire to our vesse|—ihere 
were seventy persons on board, our. situa. 


tien, being in a small vessel, was very un- 


- pleasant—bat though all was dark and gloo. 


my around, Jesus wasin our Paclxt—{Jo 
spoke in s¢cents eweet as heaven, and loud. 
er, far louder than the awful thunder, * Bo 
not afraid”—Our souls were calmed, the 
voice of prayer was heard in ¢very direction, 

—Shoats of praise echoed through the hold 
to the cabin—from the eabin to the deck 
and from thence back to the hold—Y es, we 
found the grace of God could make the 
stormy sea as pleasant as the wand, and en. 
able us to welcome a watery grave, 

I recotlegt hearing in the midst of the ra- 
ging tempesty the: voice of a female—.'s [ 
listened, L caugat the following expressions 
droppiug from her lips as she was pouring 
out hersoul to God. * Lord we should he 
happy to goto the place where we have an- 
ticipated seeing our christian friends at 
Camp-Meeting, but if thou art about to take 
us hence, Lord we are willing to go—we 
bless thee that we have a celestial prospect 
that our souls shall fly home to glory.” 

Ah! my God! thought I, if this be a de- 
lusion, which enabies the timid female to be 
calm in the midst of danger—erven to sing 
the praises of God in the prospect of being 
hurled to the bosom of the deep—then let 
me ever possess it. Yes, let such delusion 
be my, portion and I will never envy the rich 
their vast possessions. Indeed where is the 
man in this famous city —in this country—in 
the world—who would not (in a dying hour) 
give worlds heaped on worlds,i if be had 
them,to enjoy such a delusion. 

But there isno if about it—it is not a de. 
lusion—it cannot be—it is the religion of the 
Lord Jesus Christ—a stumbling block to the 
Jews, and foolishness to the Greeks—butthe 
wisdow and power of God to them who be- 
lieve. To these it is like a kind Angel from 
heaven, who, while with, one hand she sup- 
ports her votarics, with the other points tothe 
haven of unuterable felicity, where all is calm 
and joy and peace—I think I shall never 
again bean unbeliever. AN OBSERVER. 

4ugust 27, 1823. 
mem 


FOR ZION’S HERALD. 


SELF-EXAMINAION.—Meditations of an 
invalid. 

How masy times, under the pressure of 
disease, or in view ofsome impending dan- 
ger, have I said ‘** This must bring me to the 
closing scene” —** Now the end is come”— 
And yet I am spared—gracious . Lord ! for 
what? WhyamI continued in existence 
under circumstances so little favorable to the 
continuance of life, while so many apparent+ 
ly in vigorous health, are cut off in the prime 
of usefulness ? Even because itis the will 
of God that thus it should be. The end, or 
purpose of our present being, is to prepare 
for a bigher aholier state of existence ; in 
other words * to glorify God,” that we may 
** enjoy Him forever.” 

“This is the bud of being, the dim dawa 

The twilight of our day, the vestibule.” 

Yet it is a time of probation—the only 
space allotted usto form a character and 
‘* lay a good foundation” for the vast eterni- 
ty before us. How important, how necessa- 
ry that we occupy every moment, aad em- 
ploy every faculty, in the great work given 
ustodo! Nowlet me inquire whether ! 
am fulfilling the grand design of my crea- 
tio ?>“Being’o wonderfully upheld from 
day to day andfrom year to year, doI in- 
deed * glorify God ?? Do I so discharge 
my duty to my fellow-creatures, that I am 
useful in the world ? and do I “grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of my Lord and Sav- 
jour Jesus Christ ?” May the Holy Spirit aid 
meto examine my heart, and shed such 
light upon my mind, that I may be enabled 
to ascertain, first, whethét | glorify God ?— 
To glorify God, we mast obey His command 
ments—we must come to Him in the way of 
faithand humiliation, and submission to the 
gospel terms of salvation, viz. repentance, 


belief,and simple trust in Him, We glorify 


God by supreme, fervent, and constant at 
tachment to Wis blessed cause, and by em- 
ploying every means in onr power for its pro- 
motion in’ the world. By a well ordered 
life and conversation ; aad by an habitual 


spirit Of obedience’; that, ‘* whether we eat, 
While sailing on’ our way from this city, -or Grink, or whatsoever we do, » all is to Elis 





to the interesting grove which was eonsecia- 


_glory. Also by reverencing His written word 
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pentane cs, serving Him “with reverence & 
vodly fear’? * God is greatly to be feared 
a the assemblies of His saints, and to be 
had in reverence of all themthat are round 
about Him? The disciples of Christ are 
called the * light of the world,” and are com- 
wanded to “let their light shine, that oth- 
ers seeing theit good works, may glorily 
O that 


the excellence of the Christian religion might 


aby ae 
their Father whois in Heaven. 


be so beautifully exemplified in the lives of 
its professers,that others may also be drawn to 
ewbrace ite ductiines,aud follow its precepts 
and thus glorify the Universal Parent! Is 
the character of God so trauscendeutly good 
aud glorious, So iwfiuitely amiable in my es, 
teem, that to glorify Uim is the governing 
principle of my life. 

Secoudty, dol so discharge my daty to 
my fellow cieatures, that lam indeed use- 
ful in the world? We are social beings, and 
it is our duty to render mutual assistance to 
one another, uot living te ourselves, but un- 
to Ilia who died forus,and for our fellow 
beings. Notouly as examples of piety to 
God, bat as ** helpers of apothers joy,’ as 
well] as iheir spiritual and temporal welfare. 
Tins isa solema truth 5 it is important for 
ove to ascertain whether I do feel and man- 
ifest a couceru for ihe welfare of my follow- 
mortals, in this life, and that which is to 
come. 

Am I watching for occasions to warn the 
careless, console the afilicted, relieve the 
distressed, and cheer the despondent mind- 
ed? Deo lendeavor to reclaim the wander- 
ei, and enconrage the leebic traveller Zion- 
ward? Dol at ell times exercise that spirit 
oflove aod meekness, that forb@arance and 
brotherly kindvess, which is gharacteri-tic 
of the true Christian disciple? Am 1 willing 
in all casez to ** do unto others as I would 
they should do unto me?” Have | such an 
enlargement of heart, that I love all those 
who bea‘ the image of Christ, be their opin- 
ions, netion, kindred, situation in life, &c. 
whatthcy may? Where | have cause to 
hope that God, for Christ’s sake, has forgiv- 


en. an [also ready to forgive ? 


Do 1 exer- 
cise the same care for the repu'ation of others 
that i do for my own 2 Yinally am 1 influ- 
enced by * suffereth 
long and is kind : envieth not, vaunteth not, 
js not puffed up: doth not behave itself 
unseemly ; seeketh not her own ; is got 
easily provoked ; thinketh no evil ; rejoic- 


that spirit which 


eth in the truth; beareth all things, believ- 
eth all things, hopeth all things, eadureth all 
things.” 


But thirdly, do ! grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of my Lord and Saviour? The 
glory of God, the love of our neighbor, and 
the spiritual advancement of the soul, are 
intimately connected. If we seek to glori- 
fy God and promote our neizhbor’s good, 
our souls will grow in grace ; and if the soul 
progresses in the divine life, tha glory of God 
andthe happiness of all around us will be 
prowoted—they are inseperable from each 
other. A growth in grace implies a degree 
of holiness of life and couversation; an 1D, 
creasing watchfulness and prayerfulness; a 
constant fear of offending a holy and omnis- 
cient God; a strength to resist temptations 
and govern the natural propensities of 
the heart ; and finally, a victory over the 
world ; and that spiritaal mindedness, which 
Do I find these traits of 
the Christian, in my own heart and life ?— 
Do | grow in the knowledge ofthe Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ? O knowledge heav- 
4.ll other 
knowledge is but vanity compared with this. 


is lite awd peace. 


enly’ soul-satisfying and glorious! 


It is said of human knowledge, that “it is 
power,” but how much more emphatically 
way be said of this divine knowledge that it 
is po wer ‘or indeed it is ** the power of God 
unto sajvation.”» This knowledge too ex 

pands the mind, ameliorates the hentt, ex- 
alts the soul, and animates it with hopes 
“big with immortality !? Anddol * count 
al! things but loss for the excellency of this 
knowledge ?” _ Is it my daily aim to acquire 
new degrees of this invaluable grace? If se 
the character of God, in all His several at 
tributes, is more and more glorious and won. 
derful in my enraptured view—the power- 
of my soul are more strongly and delightful 
ly attracted towards Him. the centre of alj 
perfection—earth with all its allurements, 
is boasted joys and glories, will daily lessen 
amy esteem, and my affections be effectu- 
aliy * seton things above.” If I grow iu 
grace and in this knowledge, I also grow in 
love to God and conformity to His will : and 
iu every perplexing situation, amidst the 
Most tiying adverse occutiences,am always 
ready to cay, with heatt-felt acquiescence 
“Thy will be done.’ . Is. this my happy 
portion? Lord, grant that I may not de- 
Cetve myself; ‘search me and prove my 


heart, (ry me and know my ways; and see 
'f there be any wicked way in me, and lead 
me in me way of life everlasting. N, 
wm Iam 

It appaars by the Minutes of the Metho. 
dist Episcopal Church (in America) for the 
year 1825, that there have been 182 new 
preachers admitted on trial—98 admitted in 
full connection—187 deacons—59 ordained 
eiders— 44 located— 47 supernumeraries—59 
worn-out preachers; and, it also appears that 
America is divided into 12 Conferences, and 
these Conferences into 72 Districts, witha 
Presiding Elder in each. In the recapitula- 
tion, the whole number ef members in each 
Conference stands as follows :— 


Whites. Cold. Total, 
Ohio Conference 36193 159 36372 
Keutacky do. 21228 2937 24965 
Missouri = do. 10458 = 294 10752 
Tennessee do. 18665 2501 21166 


Mississippi do, 6960 1364 8524 








S.Carvlina do, 23121 18895 S7016 
Virginia = do. 19931 5962 25893 
Baltimore do. 29321 9103 38424 
Bhiladela. do. 26648 7709 34357 
N. York do, 26946 bil Q7A57 
N, England do. 26699 227 21926 
Genessee do. 27448 240 27688 

Total 267618 449.2 312540 


Increase this year 14908. 
Travelling Preachers 1226. 
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Jinportant from South America. 


By the briz Clio, Brown, arrived at Quar- 
antine on Tharsday last in 33 days from 
Pernambuco, information has been received 
by Mr Topliff trom Capt Brown, that on the 
first or 2d of July, Gen. Madeira evacuated 
Bahia and embarked his troops on board the 
Portuguese men of war and merchantmwen 
then in the harbour and instantiy sailed.— 
The Brazilian army then took possession of 
the city. Lord Cochrane who was cruizing 
off the haibor gave chase to the Portuguese, 
and before the 6th, succeeded in capturing 
thirteen of the merchantmen transports, 
which after disabling, either by starting 
their water, cutting away their mainmasts, 
or taking most of their suils from them, or. 
dered them back to Buhia, or the nearest 
ports, and continued in chase of the menof 
war. This account was brought to Pernam- 
buco, by the brig of war Bahia, with four 
large prizes in her charge. Pernambuco was 
illuminated three nights on receipt of the 
news. During the stay of the Bahia she cap- 
tured by her boats a ship and brig under 
Pertuguese colors and sent them in. Before 
the brig of war arrived the Portuguese flag 
was admitted at Pernambuco, 

It was presumed that the Portuguese fleet 
intended to stop at Maranham for a supply of 
® srisions, and that Lord Cochran would 
succeed in capturing nearly all. Thee Eng- 
lish vessels were laying at the Moro with 
flour, waiting for the fall of Bahia, and per- 
mission had been given at Rio to load tor 
that place, but they were under bonds not 
to go in until it was given up. The big 
Collector of Salem, arrived at Pernambuco 
with provisions, in sixty days, and imme. 
diately sailed again for Bahia.—Statlesman, 

ann Owm 
FROM EUROFrE. 

By ‘the ship Howard,Capt. Holdridge, ar- 
rived at New-York, on Moaday eventng last, 
in 34 days from Havre, files of Paris Journals 
to the 18th July, inclusive, containing Lon- 
don dates to the 13th, have been received. 

There is, however, no news of importance 
except that of the siege of Barcelona, the 
defection of Gen. Morillo, and an important 
change in the Russian Ministry. 

An official acceunt mentions that the first 
operations against Barcelona commenced on 
the 8th and 9th July. Some sorties had ta- 
ken place, ig which the Constitutionalists 
bad rather the worst. The blockade-was to 
be completed on the 10th. 

The Duke of San Carlos, ambassador from 
the Regency of Madrid, and the Royal: Por- 
tuguese ambassador, have both appeared at 
the. Court of the lhuilleries, and addretsed 
king Louis in speeches mach to his mind, 

It is stated bo one account that J:orillo 
has deserted to the French ; but angther ac- 
count mentions that he acknowledges nei- 
ther the Madrid nor the Cadiz regency. 

M. Hyde de Neuville has set out for Lis- 
bon, as ambassador. 

Belzoni, the celebsated traveller, bas se 
out for Tombuctoo. He isnow at Fez,and 
his intention is to return by the way of 
Egypt. 

STILL LATER FROM EUROPE, 

By the Emerald from Liverpool, arrived 
on Thursday evening last, London pa- 
pers and Lloyds’ Lists to July 22, have 
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We find no mention made of any counter 
revolution in Portugal in favor of the Consti- 
tution, M Pamellain the name of the King 
formally piedges himself to ‘the grant of a 
constitution which shall be “‘equally remote 
from the extremes of absolute power and of 
revolutionary anarchy.” 
The papers furnish no account of any im- 
portant movement in Spain, excepting,a des- 
patch from Guilleminot dated Madrid 12th 
July which mentions the retreat of Ballester- 
os from Murcia to Lebrilla, with the loss of 
two entire regiments which went over to the 
French, estimated io all about 2000 men.— 
Count Bourdesoult is forming a flotitia to aid 
in the blockade of Cadiz. Fifty boats with 
grain; for Cadiz, are said to have been cap. 
tured and dispersed, Ronda has declared 
against the Constitutional cause. Count 
Bourck was at Villa Franca on the 7th 
July, and every thing leads to the belief 
thai Gen Morillo is entirely separated 
from Quiroga, and isnow united with Gen- 
Bourck, A Spanish vessel of war, buund to 
Cadiz with (royalist; prisoners, bas been car- 
vied into Bilboa by the royalists, who rose 
upon their gaards and took possession of the 
vessel, 
an km 
Parliament was prorogued by a commis- 
sion on the 19th, the .king being too ill to 
perform the duty. 
we Hew 
The Falewn with Charles Buonaparte and 
lady, passengers, sailed from Plymouth 10th 
July. 
we HE 
Desperate and fatai riots continued to take 
p'ace in Ireland Nine persons have been sen- 
tenced fo «leath at Cork for burning the Cas- 
tletowo Reche mills. 
Dent ost 
The Times, of 2istuit. contains copies of 
correspondence between the rebel ~ pauiards 
at Madrid, who style themselves‘the Regen- 
cy of the Kingdom, and Mr. Canning. The 
latter does not acknowledge “the Re- 
gency,” but merely mentions the receipt of 
their communication, and has returued un- 
ope ned their letter addressed to the king. 
to 
Afflictire Casualty.— A most shocking ac- 
cident occurred at Williamsburgh, on Wed- 
nesday last. Two small boys chanced to 
finda loaded gun which had been carelessly 
left in a barn, and ancon-cioas that it 
was charged,began to handle it, take aim on 
it, &c. Atlength while one of them was 
playing with it in this manner, it was acci- 
dently discharged just at the moment when 
the other,a son of Mr. Jabez Newell, was 
passivug before the muzzle, only a few feet 
from it.. He received the charge in the ab- 
domcn, which let out bis boweis and: occa- 
sioned his death in a suoit time. 
Northampton pap. 


Robbery in Vermont.—The house of Mr. 
Solomon Lee, o1 Jerico, Vt- was entered by 
two villams on Sunday the 17th inst. whilst 
the family were at meeting, excepting two 
children, the eldest they tied and gagged 
aod then proceeded to pillage the house; in 
their search they found only nine dollars in 
mouey, which they took, together with sey 


eial articles of valuable clothing, and 
made off, 
“—ee “ee 


Mr. Adams, Secretary of State, and fami- 
ly, bas arrived in Quincy, from Washington. 





Gov. Miller, of Arkansas, and Chancellor 
Kent, of New-York, have ariived in this 
cily. 

THERMOMETRICAL REGISTER. 

Cummodore Porter has furnished the 
Editors of the National Intelligencer 
with a register, showing the state of 
the Thermometer trom June 25th to 
July Slst inclusive. It was kept on 
board the U.S. Galliot, Sea Gull, in 
the harbour of Port Rogers, Allenton, 
Thompson’s Island, During the whole 
of this period, the ‘’hermometer rang- 
ed between 76 and 92 degrees, which 
were the two extremes, from 8 o’clock 
‘A. M. to 4 o’clock P.M. It was at 92 
at 4 o’clock, on the 24th of July, andat 
76 at the same hour on the 25th-ol 
June. . ; ) 

it appears from the above that the 
degree of heat, as indicated by the 
thermometer, has been much more u- 





the city of Richmond: and that the ex- 
treme has not been so great as. at t 
Jaiter place, by 4 degrees. 


= 
We learn from the Norfolk papers, that 








been received. 


there were ten cases of fever on board the 


niform at Thompson’s Island, than in| 
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U. S. ship Decoy, after she had been per- 
mitted by the Board of Health; to go up to 
Norfolk, from her Quarantine, asa clean 
vessel. Fiveof the above cases were of a 
very malignant type, but all were convale. 
scent on the 19th inst. 


uw Fem 
The New-York floating light has been 
towed up to the city, having lost one of its 
masts. 

wa Fem 
A barn belonging to Mr. Joseph Lawrence 
jun, of Pepperill, was destroyed by lightning 
on Thursday last, witha considerable quan- 
tity of hay, grain, &c. 

ww Fm 
On the 18th inst. the new rifle corps in 
Worcester, was presented with a handsome 
standard by a lady in behalf of a friend of 
the corps. ‘ 
mm wm 
A letter from Havana of Avg. 6 says— 
“The news of the insurrection in the [sland 
of Barbadoes was immediately communicat- 
ed to our excellent Governor, whose atten- 
tion no doubt has been soméwhat awaken- 
ed towards the security of this Island. Our 
political destiny is, under existing circum- 
stances, very critical, but we hope that 
peace and tranquility will be. preserved a- 
mong us, on account of the great interests 
that are at stake,” 





The Turkish fleet was lyicg between Mit- 
ilene and Chion, on the 1st of Juue. It is 
composed of 15 frigates, 15 large cor veites, 
and about 20 brigs, gelettas and Stier light 
vessels, Several Baibary vessels have for- 
med a junction with the fleet, and are to 
take on board 10,000 Asiatic troops whohad 
assembled at Chisme. 


By the arrival of the brig Oswego at this 
port, we learn that when she leit Cape Me- 
surado, the Amercan Culonists at Monro- 
dia, (Africa, were neatly all sick of the fe- 
ver. The Oswego took out 61 settlers from 
Baltimore, who -were ali lauded in good 
health, but who previous to her sailing iad 
died ; and nearly ail those remaining were 
sick of the fever, and it is not probabie 20 
will survive the present season. It has been 
most lamentable that all the American set- 
tlers who have gon: to Africa, have chosen 
the most unfavorable. season, arriving just 
atthe commencement, or in the midst, of 
the rainy seavon, they are almost sure to 
sicken and die. 
ans fin 

An lrishman by the name of Taylor was 
examined before Judge WaiTMAN, ov Mon- 
day, on the charge of having occasioned the 
death of his wife on Saturday wight last, at 
their residence in Lobster Alley. 


A Young Map by the name of Levi Brx- 
BY, about 18 or 19 years of age, teli trom 
the top ofthe wail of a new block of buil- 
dings erecting in Union-sireet, which he 
survived but a shoit.time. 
PRP COA BR OER 
MARRIED. 

At Lechmere Point, Cambridge, by the 
Rev. Mr. Frost, Mr. James Emmett to Miss 
Nancy Brooks. 

In this city, by the Rev. Paul. Dean, Mr. 
Abraham Bicktord to Miss Mary Thacher, 
second daughter of Mr. Henry Lane. 

In Newburyport, Mr. Ebenezer Post to 
Miss Mary Lander. 

{n Newbury, Mr.John B. Greely to Miss 
Clarissa Jewett, daughter of Mr. Wm. Jew- 
ett, 











DIED. 

In this city, Mrs. Tracy, aged 29—Mr. J. 
Cram, 30—Mrs. Eliza Bates, 47—Mre. Mary 
Taylor.— Alexander A. Greenwood, 9.—Mre. 
Sarah Sawin. 20—Mrs. Betsey. Learned, 55. 
Miss: Catharine, Adams, 17—Sarah Ann 
Stanton, only child of widow Susan Stanton, 
aged 4 years, 

On Monday, George *V. Brown, aged 16, 








"RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 


6 Bh gubscribers for the Methodist Maga- 
gine, are informed that the 12th num- 
ber for August has arrived, and is ready for 
delivery at No, 15, Friend-street. The 13th 
No. of Benson’s Commentary is also ready 
for the subscribers, Also, just received fiom 
New York, and for sale az above, 
A Short History of the Atcieut Israelites. 
-By Apam’Crarkr, L. L. D. $1,00 
Nott’s Sermons for Children. 50 
Bramwell’s Life ‘ " -, 100 
Benson’s Hymns for Children ‘ 25 
Minutes of Methodist Conferences 121-2 
Buck’s Theological Dictionary . 3 50 
Likewise, constantly on hand, as above, a 
variety of other useful books, 


. 





MOORE & PROWSE, 

ESPECTFULLY inform their friends and 

the public that they continue toexecute ina 
neat and handsome style Books, Pamphirts, 
Handbiils, Cards, Cir:ulars, Shop Bilis, &e 
at the Office of the WECHANICS’ JOUR- 
NAL and of ZIONS. HERALD, No.19, 
CORNHILL, corner STATESTREET ; en- 
trancé second door from the S. W. corner. 
All orders faithfully executed—the small, 





est favor gratefully acknowledged, 










































































































































































140 


ZION’ 





TE 





Sie oe A 
— 





POSB@TRY. 


There are few of the miracles of our Sa- 
viour which more excite our interest than 
that recorded io St. Luke, on which the 
poetis narative below is founded. It is noy 
the mere exertion of almighty power, dis- 
played in the act, by which we are excited, 
it is not the fact that a dead man was restor- 
ed to life, that so much engages our atten- 
tion and feelings—but it is that this map 
was the only son of his mother, and she was 


a widow. 








From the W. M. Mag. 
THE WID OW OF NAIN: A SKETCH. 
He was an only child: 
And all the fond affections of Ler heart, 
A mother’s heart, were fixed to agony 
On him, her darling. The strong nervou® 
frame, _ 
The manly feature, and the graceful air, 
Bat most the voice melodious, often drew 
The tear of memory from her fading eye. 
She was a widow—and in these could trace 
The dear resemblance of his father’s form. — 
He was ber hope; and all of future joy- 
She told on earth, did aggregate in bim. 
O! "twas her daily, her delightful task 
To minister his comfort ; well repaid 
If he were happy, while her aged breast 
Throbbed with delight, when from his smu- 
ing lip 
Dropped in kind accents, filial gratitude. 
——_——His cheek grew pale; 
Save that a crimson blush, more delicate 
Than health’s coarse pencil on the face of 
youth 
Delineates ever, fiercely kindled there.— 
The mother’s eye saw the deceptive spark, 
Like some advancing meteor, soon to lay 
Her bopes in ashes.—Long her aged form 
Bent o'er his wasting frame, in agony 
None but a widowed mother e’er can know. 
As sinks the crescent moon, in feeble 
splendour, 
Yet mild, and lovely, so he sunk to rest. 
She gazed in all the silence of despair ; 
And when the last faint beam of parting life 
Had passed her eye, a more than midnight 
gloom 
Hung o’er her soul. They bore him to his 
grave, ° 
A lovely victim: many a weeping eye 
Shed kind libations on his ea:ly bier, 
In all the racking emphasis of wo. 
The trembling mother followed.—On they 
passed, 
And soon the lofty gates of Nain vafold, 
As moved the solemn pegeant to the tomb. 
Searcely they closed, when from the bleed- 
ing heart 
Of the lone widow burst a shriek of wo, 
While fiom her eye a flood of burning tears 
Issued afresh — 
—— What soothing, gentle voice, 
Breaks the sad silence? * Widow, weep no 
more !”” 
She raised her drooping head; the tender 
sound 
Seemed like the filial accents of ber child. 
“Tt was the “ Man of Sorrows,” he who felt 
For human wretchedness,—so deeply felt 
That. not his life was dear that man might 
live.— 
“ Weep not:”—but from her quivering lip, 
a word 
Escuped not, while expressive of despair 
She shook her hoary hair.—Straight to the 
bier, 
In solemn silence, great in conscious power, 
The Saviour now advanced.—Back to the 
heart 
The wond’ring blood impetuous recoiled, 
And every eye was rivetted. They stood 
Gazing; while, neath the weight of mor, 
bid clay ? 
Inanimate, their terror-strikem limbs — 
Shook, like the petidamt dew-dveps ip the 
The Son of God, in all the majesty 
Of power illimitable.—all the zea] © 
Of pure benevolence,—now raised bis arm ; 
And as it rested on the moveless bier, ’ 
His voice imperative the silence broke,— 
** Young man arise. ”— 
———A deep, responsive grean, 
An undulation of the spreading pall. 
Convulsive motion, and thick breathing sobs, 
Declare the spirit heard its Maker’s voice, 
Heard and obeyed, The fainting mother 
sunk 





‘ 


‘Bursting with hope, anxiety, amaze, 
‘Watched ever» mation, and her listening ear 
Drank every sound:—she saw the corpse 
awake, 

Cast off the folded cerements of the grave ; 
She saw her only, her lamented child 

Rise, like a midnight spectre,from the tomb, 
And gaze in wild amazement on the sceve. 
She saw that well known eye, she lately 


Resume its brilliancy, she saw it rove 

From form to form,—she saw it rest on her. 
‘+97 is false! tis vistonary ! madness! vain! 
It cannot be!” she deems the bliss too great. 
* Mother !”—she hears the voice, and start- 
ing quick, 

Springs from the earth; again the filial cry 
‘© My Mother !” bursts upon her ravished ear. 
She flies to his embrace, she grasps her child» 
No shade detusive ; tears of ecstacy 
Relieve her loaded besom ; down they sink 


O’erwhelmed with gratitude, and at His 
feet. 
Who wrought the deed of mercy, pour 


their praise. 
pa ttt nF 
MISCELLANY. 


ee 
From the Christian Repository. 
MR. PORTER.—The events of the follow- 
ing brief narrative, took place in the imme- 
diate viciaity of the writer: if you think 
proper, you are at liberty to publish it in 
your religious publication. 
M. S. was young, beautiful, amiable ; pos- 
sessed of every grace that could adorn, every 
charm that could please. Her childhood, 
though marked with strict integrity and a- 
greableness of manners, was like most oth - 
ers of her age, spent in forgetfulness of that 
God before whom she was soon to appear, 
and regardless of that eternity in which she 
was soon to dwell. Nothing worthy of par. 
ticular notice occurred in her lite till her 17th 
year, when her health began to decline. 
Her complaint was evidently a lingering 
consumption, which though unperceived, 
preyed upon her constitution, & was sure to 
bring her prematarely to the grave. 

Daring the first of her iliness, she mani- 
fested no peculiar anxiety about her future 
state. Her great desire seemed to be to re- 
gain her health, till her disease had made 
such ravages in her constitution, that no 
hepe remained of recovery. So deceitful 
washer disorder—so fearful were her friends 
to communicate to her, her real danger, that 
she was upon the very verge of the grave 
before she even thought her ceparture was 
athand. At length, by the entreaty of chris- 
tians, a judicious friend was selected to 
make her acquainted with her real condition, 
whe entreated her to make her peace with 
God, and cast herself upon his sovereign 
mercy—Nor was the entreaty in vain. Be- 
ing coavineed that her disease was inveterate 
and her dissolution near, she began earnest 
ly to implore the remission of her sins, and 
seek with tears and supplication for the fa_ 
vor of God. Her strength now began tap 
idly to decline, and she felt herself hastening 
into eternity, without hope and without par- 
don. Her feelings became intense, her sup- 
plications constant and ardent. In prayer 
by herself, or with her friends, she continued 
day and night, scarcely excepting the time 
necessary for repose. Her language was 
strong and remarkably affecting : * sleep,” 
said she; “I cannot, ! dare not! O thatI 
knew where | might find Him, | would wash 
his feet with my tears and wipe them with 
the hairs of my head!’ She bewailed with 
many tears ber neglect of God, her misim- 
ptovement of the great blessings that Provi- 
dence had showered upon her. 

Though struggliog almost in the agonies 
of death, her resolution was to wrestle till 
the last expiring groan. Well might it be 
said that she ‘*wrestled with the Angel of the 
covenant.” She continued in this state of 
increasing anxiety till about two days be- 
fore her death. Her Saviour then appeared 
for her deliverance: Her joy at first was 
not the most extatic—a calm serenity was 
spread over her soul—her feelings seemed to 
flow out in gratitude to God for his sparing 
mercy, in prolonging her life, in bringing her 
| though at the very last hour, to behold his 
reconciled countenance, and shout the prais- 
es of Immanuel. Though the lamp of life 
was almost extinguished, she resolved to ‘live 
while she did live.” Her first business seem- 
ed to be with her parents ; she exhorted with 
all the eloquence of feeling and fervor of af- 
fection to be reconciled to God. Her broth- 
ers and sisters she called around her bedside, 
warned them of their danger, insisted on the 











from het own sad experiegee, the folly of 
depending on an uncertain hereafter for a 


emn charge to the clergymar who attended 
her, todeliver her dying testimony in favor 
of RELIGION, as her last message to her com- 
panions. Her message was indeed awfully 
solemn, heightened by the feeling which 
flows from dying lips, and by the conscious- 
ness of truth which speaks from the grave! 
Her words | cannot repeat, bit will leave 





closed, 


| the reader to ask himself what weuld be 


more conveniént season to seek for repen--} weary are at reat. 
_ Beneath contending passions, whilst her eye, | tance and pardon. To her companion she} the dead more than the living. 
gave the same warning, and ¢|se gave.a sol- reason and religion to my aid ; prayers and 
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his message if he were speaking from the 


| borders of the invisible world! That was not 


the season to paint in fine colou% —Hers 
was the eloquence of the heart, an eloquence 
which warmed the coldest bosom, and caus- 
ed even infidelity to lay aside its indiffer- 
ence, and think of the “ vast concerns of an 
eternal scene.” 

While her speech lasted, she continued to 
exhort all around her, and intreat them 
without delay to accept of offered mercy.— 
Her voice at last faltered ; her eyes became 
dim in death; her breath ceased; and with 
apparent tranquility she fel} asleep! 

From this brief narrative many important 
inferences might be drawn. It would teach 
parents their duty to their children —Youth, 
the folly of procrastination—The sick, the 
madness of clinging to life, till its. brittle 
thread is completely severed. Reader, who. 
ever you are, think of the young, the beau- 
tiful, the gay departed Marcra Ann ;— 
theugh dead, her voice is speaking to you, 
This appeal is made to your heart—to your 
conscience—Wiil you, like her, bewail your 
folly? Will you continue in sin, even till 
death bas laid his cold hand upon you ?— 
Would you be wise, then live for God, and 
your latter end will be peace. 

Should the writer of this article have gain- 
ed-one heart, should he cause one thought" 
less sinner to feel, should he influence one 
sinner to send up a pious ejaculation .t, 
Heaven; he will deem himself rewarded.— 
If not, he will have raise! his voice to warn 
you of your danger, and will enjoy the con- 
sciousness of having discharged his duty. 

PHILANTHROPOS. 





ELEGANT LETTER. 
From a Father on the death of a favourite 
Child. ; 

Dear Friznp—I have lost a favourite 
son, who was my delight, and his mother’s 
rapture. Ob! what a fleeting show is this 
world!—-There is my friend, a nestling 
worm in every flower along the path of lif: ; 
and while we admire the spreading leaves, 
and unfolding bloom, the traitor often con- 
sumes the root, and allthe beauty falls. You 
are not surprised, that my letter opens with 
| a serious reflection on the fleeting state of 
all earthly pleasures. This my frequent 
Mtheme will continue, I believe, “ till my 
eyes are shut upon this world, and I repose 
upon a bed of dust.” The sun of sorrow 
can teach you totremble over every bies- 
sing you enjoy. Pay now to thy living 
fiend, the tear which was reserved for his 
grave. I have undergone one of the sever- 
est trials human nature can experience. | 
have seen a dear and beloved child, the lit- 
tle companion of my hours of leisure, the 
delight of my eyes, the pride of my heart, 
struggling in the agonies of pain, while I 
Poured over him tears and prayers to heav- 
en in vain. I have seen him lying—dead— 
coffined. [ have kissed him in his shroud— 
have taken the last farewell !—I have heacd 
the bell toll him to the silent vault, and am 
scarcely a father—I am stabbed to the heart 
and cut to the brain!—With what tender 
} care was the boy nursed! How often has he 
been the pleasing burthen of my arm! What 
hours of anxiety have I felt! What endear- 
ing amusements for him invented! Amiable 
was his person, sensible his mind. All who 
saw, loved him ; all whe knew him, admired 
a playful genius which outran his years.— 
The sun no sooner rose, than it was eclipsed. 
No sooner was the fiwer opened than it 
was cut down! My mind eagerly resolves 
every moment of past joy. gAll the paternal 
affections rusif like a torrent to overwhelm 
me. Wherever I go, [ seem to see and hear 
bim, turn round and loose him. What doe, 
this world present but a land walk of mise- 
ty and desolation? In tears man is born—in 
agouies he dies, what fitis up the interval? 
Momentary joys and lasting pains; within a 
war of passions; without, tumult and disor- 
der reigns. Fraud, oppression, rapine,blood- 
.shed and murder, fill up the tragic tale of 
every day, so that a wise man must often 
wish to have his curtain dropt, and the scene 
ofvanity and vexation closed. To me a 
chu:ch yard isa pleasing walk. My feet 


madness of procrastination, exposed to them | often draw towards the graves, and my eves 


turn towards the vault, where all the con- 
tentions of this world Cease, and where the 
I praise with Solomon, 
T wit call 


tears cannot restore my child, and to God 
who made us we must submit. Perhaps he 
was snatched inflercy from some impending 
wee. In lifehe might have been miserable 
in death he must be happy. I will not dit 
sider him coffined in the grave, or moulder- 
ing in dust, but risen—clad with true glory 
aod immortality—gone to the regions of e- 





ternal day where he will never know the 
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loss of parents, or of a child—gone above 
the reach of sorrow, vice and pain. The 
hand which was busy to please here, now 
holds acherub’s harp. The voice which 
was music tomy ears, now warbles Sweet 
symphonies to our. Father, Lord and King. 
Phose feet which came to welcome me from 
toil! My arms receive him, and for the bles. 
sing used to thank God, now traverses the 
starry pavements of the heavens. 

The society of weak, impure, and unhap- 
py mortals, is exchanged for that of power, 
ful, pure, blessed spirits, and his fair brow 
is encircled with a never fading crown, 

Shall I then grieve, that tie who has be- 
come an angel, grew not to be a man? Shall 
{ drag him from the dkies! Wish him in the 
vale of sorrow ?—I would not my dear boy, 
interrupt thy bliss, It is not for thee but for 
myself] weep. I speak as if he were pres- 
ent. And who can tell, buat that he sees 
and hears me. As Milton says, 

‘* Millions of spiritual creatures walk the 

earth 

Unseen, both when we si¢ep and wake.” 
Perhaps éven’now he hovers over me with 
rosy wings, dictates to my heart, and guides 
the hand that writes. 

The consideration of the sorrows of thig 
life aad the giories of the next, is our best 
support. Dark are the ways of Providence, 
while we are wrapt up in mortality—but, 
convinced that there is a God, we must 
hope and believe all is right. 

May the remainder of my days be spent 
ina faithful discharge of the duty I owe the 
Supreme disposer of events. Iam buta 
pilgrim here—have trod many rough paths, 
and drank many bitter cups. As my days 
shorten, may the son of Righteousness brigh- 
ten over me, till I arrive at the new Jeru- 
salem, where tears are wiped away from ev- 
ery eye, and sorrow is ne more. May I de. 
scend into the grave, from whence | have 
had so many “ hair breadth escapes,” in 
peace! May I meet my angel boy at the 
gate ofdeath; and may his hand conduct 
me to the place of eternity. These are the 
fervent prayers of your afflicted friend, 

POLILO, 
ate 
Influence of War upon Society. 

By its very constitution, an army seems 
to be a natural instrument of violence and 
justice. A thorough-bred soldier is the 
mere creature of command. His warrant is, 
in all cases, the order of his superior, to 
whose views he blindly conforms, however 
adverse they may be to the peace and hap- 
piness of society; while the occupations in 
which he ts engaged have a natural tenden- 
cy to produce, in the lowest orders, a disdain 
and impatience of peaceful industry ; and 
in the higne;, a restless and turbulent am- 
bition; and in both, a brutal contempt for 
the comfort and the feelings of every other 
description of men. 

What a scheol of morals, in which to train 
up the youthful part of the population of the 
country, who, after some years of education 
in it, are to be tumed back upon society !— 
All habits of regular industry gone, accus- 
tomed totake by force, familiarized with 
wounds and blood, their duty slaughtering 
and their diversion gambling, or deba uchery 
what is to be expected when they are dis 
banded? What, but that which always hap- 
pens—robberies, murders, crowded gaols 
disgusting executions! The commencemen; 
of peace sometimes doubles, and more than 
doubles, the number of criminals; uniformly 
shows a fearful increase of crime. The in. 
flux of such characters is like inoculating 
society with a moral pestilence. 


Is effects upon literature. 


The cultivation of literature, the peace- 
ful arts of life, the intercourse of different 
nationsyy whigh soften and obliterate preju- 
dice, and diffuse the discoveries and supesi- 
orities of one over all others ; these great 
principles of improvement are all suspended 
by war, and for the time almost annihilated 
The sword divides where ocean could not 
separate. It elevates prejudice, and de- 
atroys philanthropy. Millions of men are 
taught to hate other millions, from whence 
they might receive useful knowledge, to 
whom they might render important service, 
with whom they might exchange affections 
and esteem. As war hires to execute slaugh- 
ter, the arm that should labour, it also hires 
to pian that slaughter, the mind that should 
enlighten with philosophy and scieace. Its 
brutalizing magic transforms even the en- 
ergies of intellect into machines of desola- 
tion. 

_ 

Misfortune is the test of friendship, and 
the keystone-of the virtues, whose fair edi- 
fice is too often undermined or overrun by 





the revels of prosperity. 








